From the 

INTERNATIONAL SEARGHING AUTHORITY 



written opinion 



1T-FVT 



To: 



see form PCT/ISA/220 





WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
3NAL SEARGHING 

(PCT Rule 43bis:1) 





.;. Pate of mailing 

(day/monih/year) see form PCT/!SA£10 (second sheet) 


Applicant's or agents file reference .. 
see form PCT/!SA£20 


FOR FURTHER ACTION 

See paragraph 2 below 


international application No. 
PCT/NL2004/000890 


International filing date (dayAnonthfrear) 
20.12.2004 


Priority date (dayAhonthfrear) 
1912^2003 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classification and IPC 

C23C18tf2, F16C33/62, F16C33yB4, F16C33/30, F16C33M4, F16C33/56, C25D7/10, 625D5/14 


. . . Applicant ' • ' ... ~ ^ ■ : . ■ — —■ • r-r- — 

ABSKF 


1 ; This opinion contains indicatio 


hs relying to th^ toll< 


)wing itemsi: 




S Box No. I Basis of the opi 


nioirri V 






H Box No. II Priority , 

□ Box No. Ill Non-establlshm 

O Box No. IV Lack of unity of 


ent of opinion with rega 
invention :: 


rd to novelty, inventive 


step and industrial applicability 


&Sl Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis. 

applicability; citations and explanations 
□ Box No. VI C^irtaJri dbc^ • 

PI Dav VII Y>^sii ^ iLi ! i ' 


1(a)(1) with regard to n 
su pport ing such state 


ovelty, Inventive step or industrial 
Tieht ;. ■ 


□ Box No. y 1 ! 1 dentin pbserva 
2. FURTHER ACTION 


in ine international appl 
tions on the inter nation. 


ication 
ilapplicatbn 




If a demand for international prelir 
written opinion of the International 
the applicant chooses an Authority 
International Bureau under Rule 6 
; Will not be so considered. T 

If this opinion is, as provided abov 
submit to the 1 PEA a written reply 
months from the date of mailing of 
whichever expires later. 


ninary examination is m 
Preliminary Examining 
m other than this one to 
6\1 o7s(b) that written op 

e, considered to be a w 
together, where approp 
Form PCT A S A/220 or fc 


ade, this opinion will u 
Authority ("IPEA"). Ho 
be the IPEAand the c\ 
i nions of this 1 nternatic 

ritten opinion of the IP 
riate, with amendment 
►efore the expiration of 


sualry be considered to be a 
wever, this does not apply where 
losen IPEA has notcfed the 
>nal Searching Authority 

EA f the applicant is invited to 
s, before the expiration of three 
22 mpritris from the priority date; 


For fu rther bptions; see ;For^ PCT 
3. For further details, see 


ASAJ220. 






Name and mailing address of the ISA: • 




Authorized Officer •• 




V«fl European Patent Office -P B £ 
&r* NL-2280 HV Rljswijk - Pays Ba 


>818 PaferitJaan 2 

s •. . • ; \, • • '• "■' 7 ; 


Gregg, N 




Tel. +31 70 340 - 2040 Tx: 31 € 
Fax: +31 70 340-3016 


&1 epo nl 


Telephone No. +31 70 3^ 


•0-3574 r 



Written opinion of the 

INTERNATIONAL SEArGHING AUTHORITY 



International application No 
PGT7NL2004X)00890 



Box No. j Basis of the dpi nlon 



1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been establish^ on the basis of the internatioriail applicatioh irt { 
the language in which it was 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search : 
(under Rules 12.3 and 231(b)). ^ 

2, With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international appiicatibh and 
necessary to the claimed invention; this opinion basis of: 

a type of material: . 

□ a sequence listing . ,r \ • : = ^ 

□ table (s) related to the sequent listing • 

]^.':bi format of material: • ' . 

□ in written format 

• ; □ . in computer readable form ; 
c. time of filing^urnishing: 

□ contained in the internatbnal application as fite 

□ filed together with the iriternatiorial aipp 



3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/br table relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed^ as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 



Box No, II Priority 

1. □ The validity of the priority claim has not been considered because the International Searching Authority 

does not have in its possession a copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed or, where 
required, a translation of that earlier application. This opinion has nevertheless been established on the 
assumption that the relevant date (Rules 43bisA and 64.1) is the claimed priority date. 

2. □ This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 

has been found invalid (Rules 43bisA and 64.1 ). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international 
filing date indicated above; is; ron the relevant date. 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 

-' see separate sheet 
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Box No, V Reasoned statement under Rule 43Ws.1(a)(l) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or 
industrial applicability; cttatlons and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes; Claims ; ^9 

No: : Claims 1,2,10-15 

Inventive step (IS) Yes; Claims 

: • No: Claims '•• 1^9 !V 

Industrial app^^ Yes : ■ : Claims . ; ; ' : : . f - 1 5 : ; : . * 

No; Claims 

{ 2. Citations and explanations 

• • sie separate sheet : • 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE International application No. 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 

AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) PCT/NL20O4/00089O 
PRIORITY 

It is noted that there was no basis in the priority document to support the priority claimed 
as concerned the subject-matter relating to the strike coating as per claims 3 to 5 and 10 to 




D1 : PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN vol. 014, no. 526 (C-0779), 19 November 

1 990 (1 990-1 1 -1 9) -& JP 02 21 9894 A (TOYOTA MOTOR CORP), 3 September 
1990(1990-09-03) 

D2: PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN vol. 01 3, no. 225 (M-830), 25 May 1 989 
(1989-05-25) -& JP 01 041649 A (RIKEN CORP), 13 February 1989 (1989-02- 
13) 

D3: b.N r LAPEPES: "Dicti6naiY of Scientific and Technical Terms" 1978, MCGRAW- 
HILL , US , XP002367510 

It is noted that the present set of claims includes two independent claims and associated 
dependent claims. Claims 1 to 9 concentrate on the compositional and thickness features 
of the Ni-P coating with mention in claims 3 to 5 of the strike coat. Claims 1 0 to 1 5 
concentrate on the application of the strike coat in a Ni-P plated bearing. 

Document D1 discloses a Ni -2-13wt% P plating to an iron sliding member (abstract). 

Document D2 discloses how the application of a thin strike layer Of Ni improves the 
adhesion of a Ni-P coating to piston rings (abstract) which in the examples appear to be ' 
made from the ferritic stainless steel SUS440B. 

D3 simply confirms the acceptance of the term "strike plating" within the art. 

Neither D1 nor D2 explicitly disclose a roller bearing made from a ball bearing steel. 
However, it is noted that lack of novelty may arise from inherent or implicit features in a 
published document (Guidelines PCT/GL/ISPE/1 1 2.04). In the present case both D1 and 
D2 are considered to relate to sliding bearing surfaces equivalent to the surface actibn of a 
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roller bearing which in both cases have alfetrous substrate. 

D2 is therefore considered pr^udicial tQ the ri 
15, the matter of the dependen 

derivable as the normal practice in the arttArt 33(2) PCT). 

D1 is therefore considered prejudicial to the novelty of claims 1 ,2,6,7 and also 8 and 9 
after consideration of the last paragraph on page 5 (Art. 33(2) PCT) and the subject matter 
of claims 3 to 5 is not considered inventive in the light of a lqgical combination of thb 
teachings of D1 and D2 when the skilled person would attempt to solve the problem of 
increasing the adhesion of the Ni-P coating (Art 33(3) PCT). 

: Industrially applicable in the production of bearings. 
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